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HEN I reflect upon Her Majeſties 
Speech to her TWO Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, bur this very laſt Seſſion, in 
which ſhe declar'd her Own Intereſt 
to be inſeparable from that of the 
States-General of the United Provin- 
ces ; 'tis not without a Mixture of 
Indignation and Surprize that I hear 
thoſe very People, who would be 
thought the Queen's beſt, if nor her 
only Friends, moſt paſſionately deſiring the Ruin and De- 
ſtruction of that very Intereſt, with which that of Her Ma- 

jeſty is ſo inſeparably united. When I conſider what Arts have 

been made uſe of, by ſome profligate Scriblers, to diſguiſe 
real Truth, and ſcatter Lyes amongſt the Mob, I am not much 
ſurpriz'd, if Plowmen and Mechanicks, if ſuch as never read 

a Hiſtory, or ſaw a Map, ſhould be wheedled into a fond Ima- 
gination, as if their Proteſtant Allies and beſt Friends were now 
become their moſt-ſuſpected Rivals, if not their moſt dange- 
rous Enemies: But, that you, Sir, who have had an Educa- 
tion above the Vulgar, who, tis to be hoped, have had your 

Views extended beyond the Stable and the Dog - kennel, that 

ſuch as you ſhould be for aggrandizing of the French, and look 
upon Holland as the only formidable Neighbour that we have; 
this is what, I confeſs, amazes and confounds me. I make 

:0 Queſtion, bur that France has her Emiſſaries both in En- 
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gland and Holland, whoſe Buſineſs it is ro foment Diviſions, to 


441 


exaſperate one Nation againſt the other, that ſo, by their mu- 


tua! Quarrels and Contentions, they may both fall a Sacrifice 
to her Ambition. Should the two Maritime Powers be ſo far 
abandon'd of Common Reaſon, as to daſh againſt each other, 
they muſt both neceflarily be broken in pieces, and furniſh 
their watchful Enemy with an Opportunity to triumph in their 
Deſtruction. This being the ſtare of our Affairs, and we ha- 
ving a reſtleſs Faction in the midſt of us, who by Calumnies, 
Miſrepreſentations, and lying Pamphlets endeavour to poſſeſs 
the Minds of the Common People with cruel Prejudices againſt 
their old Allies and Friends, I cannot but look upon it the Du- 
ty of every one that loves his Country, to endeavour, in his 
Station, the quenching thoſe Flames which theſe Incendiaries 
are ſo active to kindle. To this End I have diverted my felt 
a little, in drawing up an Anſwer to thoſe Objections, which, 
as you inform me, are in the Mouths of almoſt every Peaſant 
and Mechanick. You will find, that my Arguments are all 
grounded upon Matter of Fact, and that I have advanc'd no- 
thing for which I have not produc'd my Authors, and ſuch as 
are of a moſt eftabliſh'd Reputation. What Interpretation may 
be pur by ſome on this Eſſay, I cannot tell; my Deſign, I am 
ſure, is juſt and honourable, ro diſabuſe the Ordinary ſort of 


People; to ler 'em ſee how grofly they have been impos'd up- 


on by the Partiſans of France and the Pretender; that ſo it 
may not be in the Power of our new Allies to make us fall our 
with our old Friends, but that vie may be united in Affections, 
as well as we are in Intereſt. 

1 Obj, The firſt Popular Objection againſt rhe Dutch, which 
you were pleas'd to take notice of, is this; That they are Men 
of Antimonarchical Principles; That they countenance and abett 
a Republican Faction here at heme, who only wait an Oppertuni- 
ty to ſubvert the Conſtitution, and erect a Commonwealth upon the 
Ruins of it. As to the latter part of this Accuſation, it has no- 
thing in the World bur Noiſe and Clamour to ſupport it. In 
all my Converſation, never did I hear one fingle Man deny the 
Engliſh Form of Government to be the beſt in the whole World; 
And could any ſuch Criminal Correſpondence, as is ſuggeſted, 
be prov'd againſt the Hhigs, you may depend upon it, the 
Nation would quickly ring of the Diſcovery. *T1s true, the 
Inhabiranrs of the Unired Provinces are Members of a Repub. 
lick; they were born and educared in a Commonwealth, and 
tis very probable, may admire their own Conſtitution, look- 
ing upon it as moſt convenient for them in their Circumſtan- 
ges: Bur have we any Reaſon to be angry with them on this 
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account? I am confident, you will determine in the Negative, 
when you conſider, (i.) that their caſting themſelves at firſt into 
ſuch a Model was the Effect, not of Choice, but abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity. (2.) That they have manifeſted themſelves better 


Friends than the French, to the Engliſh Monarchy in general, 


and to the Perſon of Qucen ANN in particular. (3.) If we 
are angry with them becauſe they have a ditferent Government 
from us, we muſt, for the ſame Reaſon, be angry with all 
Mankind. 


1 Anſ. I affirm in the firſt place, that when the Hollanders 


form'd themſelves into a Commonwealth, this was Matter of 


Neceſſity rather than of Choice. *I 1s not conſiſtent with the 
intended Brevity of theſe Papers, to enter into a Detail of the 
Riſe, Progreſs, and Concluſion of the Low-Country Wars; let 
it ſuffice at preſent to remind you, that the United Provinces 
were once Subjects to the King of Spain : That the Invaſion 
of their Civil Liberties, and the inhuman Cruelties which thoſe 
of the Reform'd Religion ſuffet'd, provok'd the poor Inhabi- 
rants to take up Arms in their own defence, and ro withſtand 
thoſe Inſtruments of Cruelty that were made uſe of to oppreſs 
em. After many Tumults and Confuſions, there was a Con- 
vention of the Eſtates at Antwerp, in the Year 1581, in which 
"Twas determin'd, Thar Philip King of Spain, by invading 
their Priviledges, and overthrowing their Conſtitution, had for- 
feited his Right ro govern thoſe Provinces ; or, to uſe a mo- 
dern Dialect, That he had broken the Original Contract, and 
the Throne was become vacant. But inſtead of moulding them- 
ſelves into a Commonwealth, they ar the ſame time elected 
the Duke of Alanſon, younger Brother to the King of France, 
to be their Sovereign (a). This Prince accepted their Invita- 
tion; bur being influenced more by Humour and Caprice than 
by the Maxims of Policy and Wiſdom, and being guilty of an 


unaccountable odd Conduct, lie quickly loſt the Affections of 


his new Subjects. When he perceiv'd this, he retir'd into 
France, and quickly after died there. The Provinces being 
once more without a ſupreme Governour, they offer next to 
transfer their Allegiance to our Renowned Queen Elizabeth. 
(b) She refus'd indeed to accept of this Propoſal, but afforded 
them a very generous Aſſiſtance, and continued their Friend 
and Patroneſs to the Day of her Death. By this Account, Sir, 
you may ſee, that when the Dutch form'd themſelves at firſt 
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(a) Vide Stradam de Bello Belgico, Decas 2. p. 179. Bentivoglio's Hiſt, of 


Flanders, p. 172, b) Cambden's Hiſt, of C Elizabeth, p. 320, Ed. 4, 
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| F into a Commonwealth, *rwas becauſe they could not obtain a 


| King or Queen of their own, who was able and willing to 
| protect em; and their erecting a Republick was a Matter ra- a 
ther of Neceſſity than Choice. 4 


4 j 2 Anſ. I am next to prove, that the Dutch have manifeſted 
I themſelves better Friends than the French to the Britiſh Mo- | 
narchy. And here I hope you will allow this to be a true 0 


Maxim, that A Friend u known in Adverſity : This diſtinguiſhes 
a real Friend from a perfidious Flatterer, juſt as Fire ſeparates f 
Droſs from Gold. Who is there that will not flatter and ca- 
reſs a King, while he maintains his Dignity, and is able ray 
raiſe thoſe ro Honour and Preferment who can infinuate them- 
ſelves into his Aﬀections ? Bur certainly, he beſt deſerves the 
Name of Friend, who faithtully adheres unto him in his Di- 
ſtreſs, and eſpouſes the Royal Intereſt when at the loweſt ebb. 
Now, *rwas not many Years ago that the Enzliſh Monarchy 
was overthrown by Cromwe! and his Faction, the Royal Fami- 
ly banift'd, and K. Charles the Second forc'd ro wander up and 
| | down the World in an uncomfortable -Exile : And if in theſe 
. Circumſtances he was treated with more Civility and Reſpect 
. in Holland than in France, I hope you will allow that I have 
fairly prov'd my Aﬀertion. The Witneſs which I produce ro ; 
this Purpoſe is above all Exception; 'tis the renowned Lord | 
Clarendon, a Perſon who attended his Royal Maſter in all his 
Motions beyond the Seas, and writes of thoſe things which he 
ſaw with his own Eyes. . 

We will firſt ſee what Manner of Friends the French were 
to the Britiſh Monarchy during our late inteſtine Wars. And 
here we are aſſured by this noble Hiſtorian, that the Rebel- 
* lion had been originally fomenred, and afrerwards counte- 
* nanced by them (a); that the French, according to their Na- 
* ture, were active and intent upon blowing the Fire; that 
* the Commotions in Scotland had been raiſed by the ſpecial 
* Encouragement,if not rhe Contrivance of Cardinal Richelieu; 
* And that the French Embaſſador Monſieur la Fertè diſſem- 
* bled not to have notable Fannliarity with thoſe who go- 
* vern'd moſt in the two Houſes, and that he took all Oppor- 
* runiries to leſſen and undervalue the King's Regal Powers, 
„ (b) and had done the King all imaginable Diſſervice (c): 
And is not this a Convincing Evidence of that Reſpect and 
Veneration theſe People bear to the Engliſh Crown ? 
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(a) Clarendon's Hiſtory, vol. 3, P. 5. (b) wid. vol. 2, 5. 71, (e) Ibid, 
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Let us next ſee their Carriage towards the Perſon of King 
Charles the Second, who was forc'd to live ſome time as a Re- 
fugee amongſt 'em, both during the Impriſonment of his Fa- 
ther, whilſt only Prince of Wales, and cher his Farher's Mur- 
der, when he enjoy'd the empty Title of a King. Here the 
Lord Clarendon aſſures us, © it can hardly be believ'd, with 
* how little Reſpect they treated Him, during the whole time 
« of his ſtay there (a). That he was never Maſter of ten Piſtoles 
* to diſpole of as he deſir'd (“): And when there were Vigo- 
rous Efforts made both in Scotland and Ireland, to reſcue King 
Charles the Firſt from his Captivity, and prevent the Subver- 
ſion of the Government; when the Royal Party had their Ex- 
pectation very much rais'd, the prime Miniſter in France © was 
* ſo far from giving any Countenance or Warmth to their 
« blooming Hopes, that he left nothing undone towards the 
« deſtroying them, but the Impriſoning the Prince (c): Theſe 
were the Civilities he met with in France whilſt Prince of Males; 
nor was the Caſe alter'd, except for the worſe, when by his 
Father's Death the Title of King was devolv'd upon Him. 
Thus our noble Author informs us, “ that as the King had 
received no kind of Civility from France ſince his laſt co- 
* ming, ſo it was notorious enough that his Abſence was im- 
* patiently deſir'd by that Court: Thar tho' he had not been 
in any Degree chargeable unto them, yet he was an unwel- 
come Gueſt (d). When His Majeſty firſt came to Para he 
had a little Room allow d Him, in which the Engliſh Liturgy 
was read to Him and his Proteſtant Attendants, but this was 
quickly taken from Him; which, ſaid the Lord Clarendon, 
* was another Inſtance of the King's extream low Condition, 
and of the Higheſt Diſreſpect the Court of France could ex- 
* preſs towards him (e). When Cromwel turn'd the Rump Par- 
liament out of doors, and ſet up Himſelf Protector, there was 
an endearing Correſpondence between Him and the Prime Mi- 
niſter of France, © and ſuch mutual Offices perform'd between 
* them, as, with frequent Evidences of Averſion from the 
* King and his Intereſt, made ir very manifeſt to his Majeſty, 
that his Refidence would nor be ſuffered ro continue longer 
in France (F): So that there could be no Doubt bur that 
the King was heartily weary of being in a Place where he 
was ſo ill treated; where he liv'd ſo uncomfortably, and 
from whence he foreſaw that he ſhould ſoon be driven A ) : 
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(a) Clarend n's Hiſtory, vol. 3, 5. 26. (5) Ibid. p. 88. (e) Ibid. 5. 155. 
(d) Ibic. 251. (e) Ibid, p. 304, (7) wid. p. 303. (8) bid. p. 393. 
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Tis true, when there was a Proſpect of his being reſtored to 
his Kingdoms, the King of France ſent him a Compliment,and 
invited him to pals thro' his Territories; bur the King knew 
that Nation too well ro truſt his Royal Perſon among them. 
In the mean time it was no ſmall Pleaſure to his Majeſty, to 
« find himſelf fo ſolemnly invited, by the Miniſters of a great 
« King,to enter his Dominions, out of which he had been re- 
« jected with ſo many Diſobligations and Indignities (a). 

This, Sir, was the Entertainment which K. Charles the Se- 
cond met with in the Court of the preſent French King, who, 
yon muſt remember, was his near Kinſman, they two being 
Brothers and Siſters Children. And I muſt leave it to your 
maturer Thoughts, whether the Britiſh Monarchy may be more 
ſecure by an Alliance with ſuch a Nation, than with other States 
and Provinces. | 

Let us now ſce whether our baniſh'd Monarch met with fair- 
er Quarter amongſt the injur'd and reviled Dutch. His firſt 
Arrival in Holland, was during the Impriſonment of his Father, 
when, we are told, That Prince was received by the 
* States with all outward Reſpect, and treated by them for four 
or five Days at their Charge; His Royal Highneſs every 
Night lodging in the Palace, which belonged to the States 
too (b). Whilſt he was a Sojourner in Holland, the fatal News 
of his Father's execrable Murder was brought over into theſe 
Provinces. Now, if the Dutch had ſuch an implacable Aver- 
ſion to Monarchy as ſome would fain make the World believe 
they have, they would have rejoic'd in this Change of Go- 
vernment amongſt us. Bur, ſays that noble Author I have ſo 
often cited, The truth is, it can hardly be conceiv'd, with 
hat a Conſternation this terrible News was receiv'd by all, 
* even by the Common People of that Country. There was 
*« a Woman at the Hague, of the middle Rank, who being 
* with Child, with rhe Horrour of the mention of it, fell into 
Travel, and in it died. There could not be more Evidence 
* of a general Deteſtation, than there was amongſt all Men, of 
* of what Quality \ocver. Within two or three Days, which 
they gave to the Kings Recollection, the States preſented 
themſelves in a Body to his Majeſty, to condole with him 
* for the Murther of his Father, in terms of great Sorrow. 
Ihe States of Holland apart perform'd the ſame Civility ro- 
*« wards his Majeſty : And the Body of the | Pre:sbyterian}] Cler- 
* gy, in a Latin Oration, deliver'd by rhe Chief are 
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the Hague, lamented the Misfortune, in terms of as mucli 
15 Aſperiry and Deteſtation of the Actors, as unworthy of the 
Name of Chriſtians, as could be expreſs'd (g.) Whillt his 
Majeſty was at the Hague, the Parliament of 4; ng/and {ent over 
one Dr. Doriſlaus as their Agent, ro propoſe a near Alliance be- 
tween the rwo Republicks, While he was at Supper in a pub- 
lick Inn, ſome Scotiſh Gentlemen came into the Room where 
he was, and dragging him from the Table, ſtabb'd him to the 
Heart, and made their Eſcape. Now it cannot be denied, 
let the Man be what he will, but that his publick Character 
| ſnould have skreen'd him from any Inſult. This was without 
Diſpute a barbarous Outrage, and an Indignity to the Govern- 
ment, under whoſe Protection they all were. Had the States 
been inclined to deal roughly with his Majeſty, this Accident 
had given them a very plautible Handle, the Murther being 
committed by ſome of his Subjects. But,“ Ir cannot be de- 
* ny'd, but the States proceeded upon thete Diſorders, to which 
they had not been accuſtom'd, with great Gravity, and more 
than ordinary Relpect to the King (.) During his Abode 
in Holland, he was invited by his! Scotiſh Subjects to come into 
chat Kingdom, who engag'd (tho' upon Terms a little too ſevere) 
to recognize him as their Sovereign, and atſiſt him in recover- 
ing the reſt of his Dominions. When the Agreement was ful- 
iy made, and the Terms ad Ijuſted, The Starcs of Holland (uf- 
e fer'd their Ships to tranſport him, they gave al Countenance 
to the Scorith Merchants and Factors who liv'd in their Do- 
minions, and ſome ſecret Credit, that they might {end Arms 
and Ammunirion, and wharſoever elſe was ne celtary for rhe 
Kings Service, into that Ningdom (c.) And ſure this does 
not lock like the Conduct of Men that were envious at his Ex- 
altation. I need not recount unto you his Majeſty's Mizfor- 
tunes at Dunbar and Worceſter, nor his miraculous E (cape be ; 
vond the Seas, after he had conceal'd himſelf in W oods and i 
Barns, and other obſcure places. When he had ipent many 1 
Years in a tedious Exile, and his Caſe ſcem'd to be deſperate, | 
whar by the Zeal of his Friends, what by the Folly and Raſh- 
neſs of his J. nemies, but above all by the Providence of God; 
the Nation became generally inclin'd to return to their old 
Form of Government. The People being in this good Diſpo- 
ſition, his Majeſty thought it Prodence to draw near the Sea- 
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Shoar, and thy! he was invited by the Kings of France and 
Spin, to make {ome ſtay in their Dominions, yer he rather 
choſe ro truſt himſelf amongſt the Republican Dutch-men,than 
ether of th e others, Accordingly he came to Breda, where hc 
refided till I hinges were ready jor his R cception in England. 

Vu have he ard of the Grief and Conſternatien with which 
the Ruin of our Monarchy was recciv'd by the anders; let 
us next {ce how thele People were affected at its Reſtoration. 
„All Things (lays the Ld Clar-rdon) being in Readiriels, and 
the States having lent their Vachts, and other Veſſels, 48 ncar 
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| to Breda as the River would permit, the Ring, with his Royal 
0 «* Siſter and Brothers, left that Place in the beginning of May, 
i * and Within an Hcrr, embark'd themſelves on board the 
1 * Yachts, which carry'd him to Rotrer d:m, Dort, and the other 
» © places near which they paſſed, ma king ail thoſe Expreiſiotis 
1 | Ro of ſoy, DY thc 2 onflux of the Peo: ZE, ro the Banks of the 
4 | © RIU er. ar da all other Ways, whichrhe Sit arion of thoſe pla ces 
. 66 NG d luter. At R-tter dam th ey enter a into rhe! ir Coaches 
1 | 0 C011 = hence tothe! lag ue they ſcemed LO P. Als throꝰ cnc con- 
© | «« pus 0 Strect. by the wonderful and orderly Appearance of 
1 | 46 e ee ple en both tides, with ſuch Acclamations of Joy, as 
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10 themſelves were now eſte rd to Peace and Security. The 
entrance into rhe Hague, and their Fo peeps there, and rhe 
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0 | Ch arce, Cur * g the time of his Abode there MN hich continued 
66 many Days, was increc1b.y novle and {pi endid and the uni- 
0 0 verlas Foy lo viſible and rea), that it could only be exceeded 
i * by that of his own Subjects (.) 
; U pon the whole, be p „eas d to com pare the Civilities Ring 
1 Charles met Sf in Ifolland wh the Indignities cffer'd biin 
p by the French Loney, and thc en let Realon:fay Which cf thefe 
v0 Nations we e bett T Qi F. cted to our Non: che hen in Di- 
ſtreſé, which is che fur it Leſt c 7 F. nal. Regcd upe ntha 
unkei gncc Sorrow which the Dutch "A ca on the Death 
Gf the Father, that univerſal oy witch diffus'd it ſelf hrou h- 
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e | As the Dutch have manifeſted themſelves better Froinds than N 
1 ; the Frenci to the Britiſb Mlonarchy in get ral, to tothe Porion 1 
U 3 of Queen ANN in particu ar; Iii is a thin 8 10 evident ro a 
a all the Worid, that th ere is NO 1 need of many Words to prove it. | 
1 No ſooner had they Nutice of her Acces to the "I hruuc, bur f 
- they order'd their Miniſter to own her Title, and court hee 
Y Friend ii ih, and are {till defirous of a firict Alliance with her. [| 
On the other hand rac French, for many Years, gave her no c- 
r ther ]itic than Princeſs of Denmark, Ihey uwn'd anther 0 
1 Perion 75 King of Gre. 1 Britain, and to ſupport his Pretentiens, 
, 1:vaded her Dominions, and have done as much as iu them lies 
c to wk the Sceptre our of her Hand, and to pull her cur of 
r tac Throne on Which the hath th one V. ich lo much Glory. N ay, 
5 fince the Treaty of Utrecht hath been fer on four, and fiuce the 
Grand Monarch hath receiv'd from our Queen greater Obliga— bl 
8 tions than he ever mcerited, or had any great Reaſon to hope . 
85 for, yet in the Preliminary Articles, ſigu d here b y Meſuæger, 
— aud in rhe ſpecifick Explanation of the ſaid Articles, de! ivered 
f by his irren AL T /trecht he only pronutes to acknow- | 
5 ledge at the ſigning of the Peace che Qucen ct Great Britain in 
e that Quali ILY, Upon which the Houle of Lords repreſented in 
e an Addreis 0 her Ma; jolty, The juſt Indignation of that 
5 Houſe, ar r ie diſhonourable Treatment of her Majeſty by 
bs F France, in ha' ing propose ſed to oy knowledge her Majeſty's Ti- 
T cite to theſe Realms no ſoner than when the Peace all be 
@ „ ſign'd (.) Nor can J underſtand that to this very Day he 
3 has by any Authentick Declaration own'd her Title. Iheſe 
4 things conſide: d. methinks it ſould be no difficult latter to 
determine, whether the H ench or Dutch are the beſt Friend to 
7 the Perſo 311 of Qieen AN 1 
4 3 Anſ. To conclude, if we are angry with che Deb becauſe 
fo they do not live under the ſame form of Government that we 
5 do, we muſt, for the ſame Reaſon, quarre! wich the whole 
1 World, and bid Defiance to all Mankind. My Reaſon is, be- 
U cauſe there is no other Nation that has the ſame Conſtitution 
"= that we have, nor, I believe, ſo well adapted to the Happinels 
d of the People. If we curle the Dutch tor having no * 1g, We 
lc we may as well curſe the French for having no Par/iament, 
-. © Whoſe Conſent is neceſſary to the enacting Laws, or raiſing 
y Money. Had the: Hollander: attempted to obrr ude their on 
\s Model upon us, we had ſome Reaſon to be angry with them, 
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but tis they never did. I might add, that the Prince, whole 
Cor duct you io much admire, even the Grand Monarch him 
ſelt,cruſts nis Perton to the Care of his Swi/s Guards, that is, of 
Men DOTD and bred ina Commonwealth, and under a Govern- 
ment as mimonarchcal as Holland. This is a Demonſtration 
that Men may be Republicans in their own Country, and ver 
be true and faithful ro a Crown'd Head in other Places. 

2 Obj. A ſecond Prejudice that has been induſtriouſly fo- 
mented againſt the Dutch is, that they are Presbyterians, aud E- 
nemies te the Church of Enzland, And under this Pretence, no 
Curies are thought roo bi ter for them. '“Tis true, there is 4 
Notion lately ſtarted, that robs all che Proteſtant Churches A- 
broad, and a very large; part ot our own here at Home of their 
very Chriſtianity, 10 chis Purpoſe tis aſſ- fred; Thar Bapriſm 
is abſolutely neceſſary to make us Chriſtians : that none bur ſuch 
as are Epiſcopally prdain'd can adminiſter this Ordnance z thax 
the Bapriſm of others is but Lay-Bapriſm, and this is valid 
and good for nothing; whence it fotlows,that foreign Proteſtants 
and Domeſtick Diſſenters are no Chriſtians. I ſha!l not ar pre- 
ent inſiſt upon ir, that this is a Conceit chat Paganizes abun- 
dance of the eftablifl?d Chu ch, even of the Clergy themſelves; 
ſuch, for inſtance, as were born before the Reſtoration, or of 
Diſſcrting Parents fince. But there is another Miſchicf, the 
Scheme which theſe Gentlemen are erecting looks with an un- 
toward Aſpect upon their dear Friends the French as well 
as others. In all Pop: pih C ountries, the Midwives are not 
only allow'd, bur ey en e enjoyn'd ro Baptize ſuch newborn In- 
fants as have any dangerous Symptoms upon them. This you 
may and derermin? d in MN Trent Catechiſm, which adds, that 
thole Midwives are by no means to be cenſur'd, who Bap: 1ZC 

an Infant, tho? one of _ other Sex fronld be prevent,” if the 
Man be not fo well $Kil.'d in the way and manner of admini- 
ſtring rhis Sacrament as the Woman (a.) That theſe Females 
may be duly qualify d, they are uſualhy taught to pronounce 
the Latin W ords, which the Prieſt makes ule of ; this I fv ppofe 
gave birth to chat Cuſtom of Midwives taking our of Licenſes 
from the Bilkop of the Diocels. In the Year 1680, the pre- 
ient French King ppbliſh'd an Edict, in which he forbad all 
thoſe of rhe Reformed Religion to perform the Office of a 
Midwife to any Woman whaztoever. The Reaſon aflign'd for 
iuch a Decree was this, that rhe Heretichs, not looking upon 
| Bays 
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Baptiſm as neceſſary to Salvation, a great many poor Infants 
went our of the World without it (a) ; whereas the Catholick 
Goiſips could be ſerviceable to Soul and Body too. *Tis true, 
if the Infanr ſurvives, he is brought to Church, where the Prieft 
croſſes his Forehead, ſpits in his Mouth, and plays a thouſand 
Ganibol Tricks, but never pretends to rebaptize it. *T'is cer- 
tain, that many who in their Infancy have Fits and other Diſ- 
orders, do yet live to be old Men, and no doubt but tome of 
theſe come to be Prieſts and Biſhops, but according to the Do- 
ctrine lately ſtarted, their Baptiſms and Ordinations muſt be 
all abſolute Nullities, for he that is no Chriſtian can never be 
a Chriſtian Prieſt: So that this Conceit renders every Mans 
Chriſtianity precarious and uncertain, I know not how far 
you may be tinctur'd with theſe Principles, bur * you will 
allow me, that he who is bapriz'd by a Dutch Presby ter, may 
be as much a Chriſtian as he that is baptiz d by a French Mid- 
wife; which is ſufficient for my preſent Purpole, 

Anſ. To return to the Objection of rhe Church's Danger, 
cis own'd,that the Government of the eſtabliſh'd Church in Hol- 
land is Presbyterian; but then it muſt be confider'd, they never 
attempted to obtrude their Model upon us; they don't look 
upon their particular Diſcipline as abſolutely neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, nor do they condemn thoſe that differ from them; they 
look upon the Church of Hug land as a Siiter Church, and pay 
a due Regard unto Her. To give lome Inſtances. 

In the Reign of King Fames the Firſt, when the Peace of 
their Provinces was very much diſturb'd by the Arminian Con- 
troverſies, they ſent to that King, deſiring that ſome of our 
Britiſh Divines might be permitted to come over and Conſult 
with thoſe of other Reform'd Churches, in order to compoſe 
theſe unhappy Differences. Accordingly the then Biſhop of 
Landaff, with the Doctors Davenant aud Hall, afterwards Bi- 
ſhops of Sarum and Exeter, were ſent over by the laid Prince, 
with other eminent Men (/); Theſe met with the Divincs of 
Ielland and Germany at the famous Synod of Dort, where they 
voted and gave their Suffrages with the reſt. So that at that 
time the Churches of England and Holland look'd upon each 
other as Members of rhe ſame Body. Nor have the latter to 
this very Day receded from that charitable Temper. 

You have not forgot the Danger which our Church was 
really in, under the Admiuittrarion of King Fames the 3 

when 


(4) Hiſtoire de PEdir, de Nantes, fome z. part 2. P. 4.09, (b) Vid. Acta 
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when her Biſhops were impriſon'd, when an illegal Commilli— 
on was ſet up, prepar'd to execute the Vengeance of enrag d 
Papiſts upon all the Clergy in the Kingdom: In that Diſtreſs 
did we nor implore the Aihiſtance of the Dutch? Were they nor 
the Inſtruments under God of reſcuing our Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil Liberties, Whilſt rhe French cfter'd their Troops to enflave 
us? And can it be a Queſtion, who were the Churches trueſt 
Friends, they who actually ſav'd it from impending Ruin, or 
theſe who would fain have comp'eatcd its Deſtruction 2 © 

I have one or two Inſtances more of that Reſpect which is 
ſhown in Holland to our Common: Prayer, Ihe Dutch have con- 
ſented to the erecting a ſtately Church in Rorterdam, in which 
the Engliſh Liturgy is to be read to ſuch Iritiſh Merchants and 
Traders as reſide in that Town. And private Contributions 
not being ſufficient, Our Parliament this laſt Seſſion, gave 
2500 J. for the compleating that Structure. (4) When the 
Biſhop of Briſtol arriv'd at Cent, as Her Majoeſties Plenipo- 
tentiary, the States offer'd his Lordihip rhe Ute of one of their 
publick Churches in that ry, for the Celebration of Divine 
Service according to the Rites aud Uſage of the Church of 
England. And pray what greater Deference could be paid 
to his Lordſhip's Character, or to thoſe Forms of Devotion that 
are uſed by Him? 

Let us next fee whether your new Friends the French have 
ſuch venerable Thoughts of your Church and Liturgy as you 
imagine: In the Reign of Queen E!z7abeth, there was a Book 
publiſh'd in Latin by Sanders, a famous Jeſuir, with this Title, 
The Hiſtory of the Engliſh Schiſm. A Book full of Lies and 
impudent Falſhoods againſt the Church of England. Abun- 
dance of theſe Calumnies you may find confuted by Biſhop 
Burnet, in his Hiſtory of the Reformation. This Book of San- 
ders's was, ſome time fince, tranſlated into French by Mr. Mau- 
croix, Canon of Rheims, and printed with the Approbation of 
the preſent French King, and a Royal Privilege for rhe ſole 
Impreſſion of the Book. The ſecond Volume carries this Title 
in its Front, The Schiſin renew'd, and chang'd into the Hereſie of 
Calvin by Q. Elizabeth (C). This, I think, is a Demonſtrarion 
char they make no-manner of difference berween a True-blue 
Churchman and a Cakiniſt or Preslyterian: They look upon 
em both as curſed Herericks, and conſign em over to the 


burning Lake, without rhe leaſt diſtinction. 1 
. 


(4) Annals of Qu, Ann; vol. 10, p. 372. [b) Hiſtbire du Schilme d Angle. 
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During the Heat of the late Civil War, K. Charle;'s Queen, 
who was a Daughter of France, thought it expedient to retire 
into that Country: © The late King, her Husband, had ap- 
« pointed a Chaplain of his own, Dr. Coins, who was aftcr- 
« wards Biſhop of Durham, to attend her Majeſty for the con- 
* ſtanr Service of that part of her Houſhold, the number 
© of her Proteſtant Scervanrs being much ſuperiour to thoſe 
ho were Romar-Cahoiuks; an vnder-Rocm in the Louvre, 
* our of any common Pailage, had been ailign'd for their Mor- 
ning and Ercning Devotions, the Key whereof was commit- 
ted ro the Chap'ain : I his continued ſome time; bur ar laſt 
* an Order came, thac the Rohm ſhould be no more apply d to 
* thar Purpoſe, and, that the French King would not permit 
« the Exerciſe of any other Religion in any of his Houſes than 
* the Roman-Carholick (c). By this you may perceive, that 
in the Apprehenſion of thoſe Phariſaical Bigors, the very read- 
ing of your Liturgy, tho” in an bſcure Corter, has ſuch a con- 
tagious Air with it, that it infects and pollutes the moſt ſpacious 
Palace. I hall preſent you with one Inſtance more, and that a 
very modern one: The Town cf Dunkir! was this laſt Sum- 
mer deliver'd into the Hands of the Enzlifh ; the French Sol- 
dicrs being all drawn our of ir, there were none but Engliſh 
remaiaing in it. In this Citadel there is a Chapel, which rhe 
French make no uſe of, nor have they now the leaſt Occaſion 
for it; upon this, our Garriſon rock poſſeſſion of it, and had 
Divine Service, according to the Church of England, perform'd 
in it: But as ſoon as the Court of Fance had notice of it, Or- 
ders were ſent to demand it, and we were oblig'd to quit the 
fame, and take up with an old ſorry Storehouſe (6) : An In- 
dignity that Engliſh Spirits would have reſented at other times, 
bur we are now in too good a Humovr to be ſenſible of an 
Alfront, unleſs it comes from Holland. When our Soldiers dic 
in Dunkirk, they are not allow'd Burial! in a Church- yard, the 
Duſt of Hereticks profaning that ſacred Ground. By this you 


ſee, that tho' the flattering Monſicurs may compliment and 
cares you for their own Ends, Yer rhe Truth on't 18, they de- 


teſt and abhor your Prayers, and uſe your dead Bodies like the 
Carcale of a Dog, and, as much as in'em lies, ſend your Sou!s 
ro the Devil. Theſe, Sir, are your new Allies; theſe are the 
Men for whoſe fake you drink Confuſion to the Dutch; theſe 
the Men, from whoſe Friendſhip and Protection you expect 
Security to your Church and Common-prayer-book. 
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3 Obj. The next Objection againſt the Conduct of the 
States, is this, That they permitted their Subjects, even during 
the War, to have an open Trade with France, by which they grew 
rich whilſt we were impoveriſh d. | 
Now, as to Matter of Fact, 'tis true, that a great many 
Ships failing with French Paſſes did take in Wine and Brandy 
at Bourdeaux, Rochel, and other places, and ſell them again in 
Holland: This is confefs'd, and yer I am not without Hopes of 
ſatisfying you, that this Matter deſerves not ſo great a Noiſe 
and Clamour as has been made about it. 
1 Anf. I would in the firſt place recommend it to your Con- 
ſideration, that our Cirrumſtances are vaſtly different from 
raoſe of the Duteh, and that we ſtand not in nced of foreign 
Liquors, as they do: You, Sir, have your Cellar crowded with 
October, and may drink a Bumper ro the Church and Queen 
out of the Product of your own Land; bur 'tis otherwiſe with 
the poor Hollanders: They have no Liquors to drink, but ſuch 
as are imported from other Countries, or the Grain that makes 
'em; nay, they have not fo much as good clear Water of their 
own: Pray then from whence ſhould they be ſupplied? Nor 
from the Rhine, as formerly, the poor Germans inhabiring the 
Banks of that noble River being forc'd to leave their Vineyards 
uncultivated, ro bear their Pruning-hooks into Swords and 
Spe ars, to defend their own Throars from an inhuman Enemy; 
not from us Britains, we love the Juice of Barley too well our 
ſelves to {pare much ro others, So that theſe People ſcem to 
be under a neceſſity of importing Fench Mine, unleſs you would 
have em content with ſouping Puddle out of their own Ditches. 
I might add, that their foggy Air and ill Diet renders 'em the 
more exculable : I grant, chat a Chop of your Mutton, or a 
Slice of Roaſt-beet, may ſit pretty warm and comfortable in a 
Man's Stomach, tho' waſli'd down only with Small Beer; bur 
were you to dine With a Dutchman upon raw Cabbaec. or 2 
Platter of cold Salad, you would be apt to look upon a Glais ot 
Bourde aux, or bright Champeigu, as very tequilite to correct 
the Cruditics of inch a Meal. 'I he Obſervation of Sir Miliiam 
Temple is pretty ſuitable to my pretent Purpoſe, ſpeaking of 
theſe People, Their great foreign Conſumption, ſays he, is 
* French Mine and Brandy, but that may be allow'd 'em, as the 
* only Reward they enjoy of all their Pains (a). To all which 
I might add, that by theſe Liquors, brought from France, our 
Ar- 
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Armies in Flanders were ſupplied: And had you lain but one 
September Night in the Trenches, up to yohr Knees perhaps in 
Dirt and Mud, you would not think a Dram or two of Nane 
ill beſtow'd upon thoſe brave Fellows, who are every moment 
looking Ten thouſand Dangers in the Face. 

2 Anſ. But if nothing of this Nature could be pretended, 
yet we could nor juſtly exciaim againſt them for Trading with 
the Enemy, becauſe we have done the ſame Thing our ſelves. 
One of the firſt Acts made by this Parliament, was to give leave 
for the Importation of French Wines. Now may the Dutch ſay, 
if they did ill, why did we follow them, if not, why do we 
condemn them? When the War was firſt proclaim'd, was a- 
gainſt King Philip, as much as King Lews, and it began with 
burning the Spaniſh Galcons at Vigo. Notwithſtanding which, 
our Merchants traded to B:i/boa and other Places, with which 
we were as much in War as with any Town in France: To 
which I might add, that the Engliſh living in Ireland, have, 
during the whole Courſe of the Wars, had an open and free 
Trade to France, importing Mine and Brandy in exchange for 
Beef and Butter. This J have been aſſur'd of by Gentlemen 
living all the Time in Dublin and IPaterford, that it was Known 
to every Body and conniv'd at by the Government. I muſt 
appcal to you, whether we have any Reaſon to curſe and damn 
the States-General for ſuffering their Subjects ro Trade with 
France, when the Subjects of her Britannick Majeſty have 


done the very fame thing, and that in as open and publick a 
manner as rhe other. 


4 Obj. The next, and I think the moſt popular Objection 


againſt rhe Duech is this, vi. that tho* we came generoully in- 


to the War to help them in their Diſtreſs, yer they have thrown 


all the Burden of it upon our Shoulders, which they themſelves 
would ſcarce touch with one of their Fingers; that they have rod 
us of our Money, but done little or nothing to promote the Common 
Cauſe. This is chat Prejudice which has made the deepeſt Im- 
preiſion on the Minds of the Common People. Profit and Loſs 
are things by which they are moſt ſenſibly aftected. Do bur 
allure them with the Proſpect of eaſing them of their Taxcs, 
and they will run into che moſt deſtructive Schemes; do but 
confidently affirm, that they have bcen cheated of their Coin 
by ſuch or ſuch great Men, their Rage is preſently kindled with- 
out waiting for a Proof, or expecting any Evidence. Thus you 
may remember in the Reign of King Milliam, the Imparience 
of the People under Taxes, together with a groundleſs Clamour 
rais'd againft that Prince, as if he had trauſported the Trea- 
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{ures of the Nation into Holland, conſtrain'd him, contrary to 
his own ſenle of things, ro precipitate a Peace with France, 
whereas the carrying on the War till the King of Spain's Death, 
and the expending 8 or 10 Millions then, would have ſav'd the 
Nation 50 Millions ſince. 

But to give a direct Anſwer to this Objection, I will under- 
take to prove, (1.) That the Engliſh were as much concern'd 
to enter into the War as the Dutch. (2.) That they maintain'd 
more Soldiers againſt the Common Enemy than we did. 
(2.) That their Taxes lie incomparably heavier upon them, 
than ours do upon us. (4.) Thar they have nor drain'd us of 
our Gold and Silver. | 

1 An/. In the firſt place, I affirm, that England was as much 
concern'd to enter into the preſent War as Holland. This I ſhall 
prove to you by the Authority, not of the ſecond and third Par- 
liament in this Reign (you will object againſt thoſe as Men of 
Antimonarchical and Republican Principles) bur of the preſent 
Houle of Commons, and the firſt choſe after her Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſs to the Crown, who in every Seſſion brought in the Occaſic- 
nal Bill. E hope therefore you will allow the Members of theſe 
Senates to be Men of Loyal Principles, and True Churchmen. 
Bur we will firſt conſult the Queen's Declaration of War, in 
which, amongſt ſeveral other Reaſons for her engaging, ſhe a- 
figns this following: © The French King has, ro other Violen- 
ces, added a great Aﬀronr and Indignity ro Us and Our King- 
dom, in taking upon him to declare the pretended Prince of 
ales King of Enzland, Scotland, and Ireland; and has alſo 
* influenc'd Spain to concurr in the fame Affront and Indignity, 
* as wel] as in his other Oppreſſions (a). So that we have been 
hehting to keep a Proteſtant Queen upon the Throne; and this 
is a thing we are more intereſted in than any other Nation in 
the World. A few Months after this, the Houſe of Commons 
had Occaſion ro Compliment Sir George Rook, upon his great 
Succeſs ar Vigo; accerdingly their Speaker, now Lord High- 
Trealurer of Britain, made him a very eloquent Harangue, in 
which he has this Expretiion, © The Wealth of Spain, and Ships 
ef France, are, by this Victory, brought over to our juſter 
* Caulc (.) Now it the War was juſt, twas neceſſary, for War 
always brings with it ſuch a Train of Calamities upon Mankind, 
that nothing but unavoidable Neceſſity can juſtify any Prince or 
People engaging in it. In the latter end of that Year, the Com- 
mons pre ſented an Addreſs to her Majeſty, deſiring her to inſiſt 
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upon it, with the States General, that a ſtop be put to all Cor- 
reſpondence with France and Spain; Which, ſay they, © Your 
« Commons are humbly of Opinion, is ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
* for carrying on the juſt and neceſſary War wherein your Ma- 
« jeſty is engaged (a.) The preſent Houſe of Commons make 
ule of the ſame Exprethon in their humble Repreſentation pre- 
ſented to her Majeſty on March the 4th laſt ; having mention'd 
the Reaſon and Morives which engag'd this Nation in a War 
againſt France, and particularly for aſſiſting the States Genera!, 
who had loſt their Barricrs, they thus proceed,“ As theſe were 
« the juſt and neceſſary Motives for undertaking this War, ſo 
the End propos'd to be obrain'd by it were equally wile and 
„ honourable (b.) Now Neceſſity is the moſt forcible of all 
Arguments. The Dutch themſelves could not poilibly be in- 
duc'd by a ſtrenger Motive. And in the Opinion of two Par- 
liaments, in both which the Whigs made a very ſorry Figure, 
we lay under an abſolute Neceſſity of engaging in this War, 
and by Conſequence were as much oblig'd to carry it on with 
Vigour as any of the Confederates: For tis moſt certain, that 


if ever Holland ſinks under a French Power, it unavoidably 


draws England after it. 

2 Anſ. Jam next to prove, hat the States General maintain'd 
many thouſand Soldiers more than we did againſt the Common 
Enemy, tho' we lay under the ſame Neceſſity of oppoſing him 
that they did. To clear up this Aſſertion, I ſhall preſent you 
with a moſt Authentick Evidence, tis an Eſtimate of the Forces 
furniſh'd by Her Majeſty on the one hand, and the States Ge— 
ncral on the other, for the Service of Hauders, as laid before 
the Houſe of Commons by Mr. Secretary St. John: By this Ac- 
count it appears, that, including 7000 Prufſians and Haſſians, foi 
whom her Majeſty paid only Bread and Forrage, the Queen 
maintain'd 72197 Men. On the other hand, the States 
General, including 7000 Pruſſians upon the fame Terms with 
us, maintain'd 129458 Soldiers (c.) Now it you deduct rhe 
leſſer Sum our of the greater, there remains 57261 : So that the 
Dutch had in Flanders, this War, Fifty ſeven thouſand two hun- 
dred ſixty one fighting Men more than the Eng/:i/. Iam apt 
to think, that in Spain and Portugal the Queen might keep in 
pay ſome 15 or 16 thouſand Men more than the States; but 
this is far from making the Numbers equal. Beſides, the States 
were at the Charge of all the Powder and Ball conſum'd in 

9 thoſe 


1 
— 


(a) Annals of Queen ANN, vol, 1. P. 171. (b) Appendix to Annals of Queen 
ANN, vol. 10. p. 91. (e) Political State, Cc. tor May, 17 12. Pp. 379, 380. 
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thoſe many Sieges chat were made by the D. of Marlborough 

for 8 or 9 Campaigns, which was a moſt prodigious Expence, 
nor eaſily to be compured. Twas ar their Coſt that rhe Forti- 
ficarions of the Towns thus taken were repair'd, and their Ma- 
gazines fill'd. To all which I have this Conſideration to add, 
thar if you conſult any Book of Geography, or any Map of Europe, 
you will find that rhe Dominions of her Britannick Majeſty are 
twenty times as large as thoſe of the States General; their ſe- 
ven Provinces are commonly reckon'd no bigger than our four 
Weſtern Counties. *Tis true, theſe Provinces are fuller of 
Towns and Villages than moſt Counties in England; but then 
the City of London is three times as populous as Amſterdam, che 
greateſt City belonging to tlie States. This is evident by the 
Bills of Mortality, which in the former amount in the moſt 
healchy Ycars to about 20 thouſand, whereas in the latter, they 
ſeldom amount to more than between 6 and 7 thouſand. Nay, 
Sir ll. Petty, who was a very ingenious Gentleman, and pre- 
tended much Skill in Political Arithmerick, undertakes to make 
it our, that the People of London are two thirds as many as thole 
in all the Towns and Villages of Holland (a.) I can hardly a- 
gree with rhis Gentleman in his Calculation. Bur withour 
doubt, the Dutch muſt unite many of their biggeſt Cities be- 
fore rhey can equal her Majeſty's Metropolis in Number of In- 
habitanrs. By this time hope you may be ſatisfy'd that you have 
no Reaſon to quarrel with the Dutch, as if they withdrew their 
Shoulders from the Burden, when, the Truth on't is, they actual- 
Iy maintain'd more Soldiers againſt the Common Enemy than 
we, tho' the War was as neceſſary for our ſafety as for theirs, 
ard tho” their Territories bear no manner of proportion to thoſe 
of her Britiſh Majeſty. 

3 Anſ. This will appear yet more evident, if we conſider that 
their Taxes are incomparably heavier than ours: To prove this 
Aſſertion, I will firit produce the Teſtimony of Sir H. Temple, 
K. Charles the Second's Ambaſſadar at the Hague, a molt ac- 
compliſh'd Stateſman, and one who wrote before the fatal Di- 
ſtinction between Whig and Tory was found out, and then give 
you a particular Specimen of ſome of their Impoſitions. Sir 
Milliam tells us in general, That there is an Immenfity of 
* Taxes throughout the whole State (b.) That they are op- 
« preſs d with the moſt cruel Hardihip and Variety of Taxcs 
that was ever known under any Government. That the Ex- 
ciſe [upon all Commodities] is ſo great and general, o_ he 

| * hath 


(4) Pretent State of the Univerſe, Edit, 2, p. 63. (b) Temple's Obiervatĩonꝰ 
on the United Provinces, p. 108. . 
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& hath heard it obſerv'd at 4mſterdam, that when in a Tavern a 
* certain Dith of Fiſh is caten with the uſual Sauce, above 30 
* ſeveral Exciles are paid for what is neceſſary to that ſmall 
Service *. I mult leave it to your ſedate Thoughts, whether 
this be the Deſcription of a People whole Circumſtances are 
more eaſie than the reſt of their Neighbours. For your further 
ſatisfaction on this Head, I ſhall iuſtance in a few of their many 
Taxes ; the Particulars I preſent you with are taken ont of a 
Book I have by me, entitled, The preſent State of the United 
Previnces. You mult underſtand then, chat beſides what we call 
the Land-Tax, which is heavicr with them than with ns, they 
ay Exciſe for every thing they cat, drink, ule, or enjoy. 

Ihe Impoſt upon all Corn ground in the Mills in 1oland, 
* which every-body pays, without exception, amounts to 5 /. 5 5. 
for every Quarter of Wheat, to half as much for Rye, ro 35 s. 
* for Barley and Oats (). I ſuppoſe that by Quarter, my Author 
means a Quarter of a Laſt, which makes about 20 Bull:&ls. This 
ſeeming to me a very extraordinary Article, I have contulred on 
this Head ſome Gentlemen of Senſe and Learning, who have 
lived in Holland, by whom I am aſſur'd, that 'tis generally com- 
puted there, that the Duty on all Bread-Corn is equal to the 
prime Coſt. To proceed. 

The Exciſe on Beer is as follows: Firſt, the Brewer pays 
12 d. a Barrel, private Families pay 20 d. more, and Victual- 
lers or Retailers pay another 20 d. French Wines pay 6 d. a 
Stoup, other Wines twice as much: Butter pays 65. a Barrel, 
Tobacco 10 d. a pound, Fiih 20 d. a Pannier, and Soap 115. a 
Barre] : Every Horſe above 3 Years old pays 2 d. a Month; 
every Horn'd Beaſt above that age, 3d. a Month: Every Coach 
pays 10 5.4 Year, and every little Bark 20 d. All Cattle, Sheep 
or Hogs that are kill'd, pay One Penny in Seven of the Money 
they are ſold for: All Wood made ule of for Fuel pays 1 Pen- 
ny in 8 of what it coſt : Every Maſter pays 20 d. a Head yearly 
for each Servant that he has in his Family, male or female: All 


Ships, Lands, and Houſes that are ſold by one Man to another, 


pay to the Government a goth Penny of what they are ſold for: 
Hangings and Houthold-ttuft pay i Penny in 9; and Woollen 
Cloaths, a 4th part of their Value (a). In one word, the Dutch 
pay Exciſe for Git, Candles, Lead, Lime,Coals, Stones; there's 
not a Turf or Log of Wood in their Chimneys, not an Herb or 
Onion in their Gardens, but what pays a Duty (more or leſs) to 
the States. My Author aſſures me, “that a Cow of 9 * 

ä old, 


* Obfervacions on the United Provinces, p. 114. Ibid. p. 227. | (4) Preſent 
State of the United Provinces, p. 143, to p. 148* (b) Ibid, p. 239. 
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old, if it be fold for 5 l. will have paid above 61. to the States; 
« and, that there is never a Diſh comes to Table, but has paid 
« Exciſe above twenty times (a). Theſe are the Impoſitions 
that our Neighbours are ſubject to in Times of Peace, which 
in ſuch a War as this, are rais'd to a degree hardly to be be- 
liev'd: I have read and heard, from ſuch Men and Authors as 
deſerve Regard, that Land and Houſes, at this time, pay 10 or 

11 Shillings in the Pound of their intrinſick Value. 
You will be apt to ask, it may be, how tis poſſible for Peo- 
ple to bear up under ſuch heavy Preſſures, ſuch Loads as the 
Engliſh would certainly fink under. To this I anſwer, Tis 
their extraordinary Induſtry and Parſimony that enables em ro 
ſupport ſuch prodigious Taxes. A Burgher of Amſter dam will 
dine contentedly on a Red-Herring, when a Cirizen of London, 
of rhe ſame Condition, will ſcorn to fir down at Table without 
a Surloin of Beef or a couple of Capons before him. Sir im 
Temple tells us, that © 'tis a common Rule amongſt them for 
« every Man to ſpend leſs than he has coming in, be that what 
it will; and, that if a Man's Expence equals his Revenue, it 
* difcredirs a Man among them, as much as any vicious or pro- 
* digal Extravagance does in other Countries (6) ; fo that Fru- 
* gality is become Honourable amongſt them (e). Another 
Thing that reconciles them to theſe exceſſive Impoſitions, is that 
Aſſurance which they have, that their Money is laid out for 
the good of the Community. The Salary of a Burgomaſter of 
Amfrerdam is but 500 Gilders a Year, which amounts nor to 
50 J. Sterling (d). Nor was it ever known that they, who have 
the diſpoſal of Offices in that Republick, took any Money on 
that Occaſion (e. The prime Miniſters of State are oblig'd 
* to no ſort of Expence, more than ordinary modeſt Citizens 
* in their Habits, their Attendants, their Tables, or any part of 
their Domeſtique (7). Sir H/77iam never ſaw the two grea- 
reft Officers belonging to their State, the Vice-Admiral de Riii- 
ter and the Penſioner de Mit, with above One Servant apiece 
in their Train, but moſt uſually on foot and alone in the Streets, 
like common Burghers (g): And this was the general Faſhion 
among all the Magiſtrates. This makes the People part cheer- 
fully with their Coin, when 'ris not made ule of to fill the Cof- 
fers or maintain the Equipages of particular Perſons. Upon the 
whole, when you reflect upon the ſmall Extent of this Repub- 
lick, their maintaining above 57000 Men in Flanders more than 
we did, with thoſe heavy Taxes which they ſubmit ro, I douby 
nor 


(i Temple's Obſervations, &. p. 143, (b) Ibid, . 149. (e) Ib. p. 80. 
'- (4) P. do. (e) Ib. f. 81, (F] Ibid, . 113. 7 4 | 
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not but you will readily confeſs, that they are the braveſt Peo- 
ple in the World; that they have made the moſt prodigious 
Efforts for the common Liberties of Europe that ever any State 
of like Dimenſions did; and, that they deſerve our Praiſes and 
Encomiums, rather than our Curſes and Execrations. 

4 Anſ. The next Obſervation I propos'd to make on your 4th 
Objection was this, That the Durch have not drain'd us of our 
Coin. Tis own'd, that a great deal of Gold and Silver has 
been exported to pay our Armies in Flanders, tho nothing com- 


parable to the Clamour that hath been rais d about it; but this 


could by no means be avoided in carrying on that War, which 
in the Opinion of this preſent Honſe of Commons was ablolurely 
neceſſary. The Caſe in ſhort was this, we mult ſpare ſome of 
our Money, or loſe all our Lands. Betides, the Armies were 
for the moſt part paid by Bills drawn on Merchants in Amfter- 
dam and other places: And the Dutch purchaſing of us many 
Hundred thouſand Pounds-worth of our Manufactures every 
Year, will bring back again the Coin that has been exported on 
that occaſion. But that the Nation has not been ſo exhauſted as 
is prerended, 15 evident to a Demonſtration, by thoſe Millions 


of Money that were theſe two laſt Years thrown into the pub- 


lick Lotteries; 3 Millions 600000 . were propos'd to be rais'd 
that way the laſt Summer, and no ſooner were the Boos open d, 
bur the whole Sum was immediately ſubſcrib'd, as a great deal 
more would have been, had there been bur Room. The true 
Reaſon why Money is fo ſcarce among ordinary trading People 
is, that the Demand for our Engliſh Manufactures is leffen'd 
by War and Peſtilence abroad; and our Rich Merchants and 
Monicd Me n chule rather to throw their Caſh into public Funds 
than employ it in Trade, or put it into Tradeſmens Hands. 

5 Ovj. Another Prejudice againſt the Duzch, which the Par- 
tiſans of France have been very induſtrious to infuſe into Mens 
Minds, is this, That heir Succeſs in Flanders has render'd em 
ta potent and imperious : That ſhould they be allow'd the Barries 
which they expect, they might maintain 50000 diſciplin'd Treops 
therein, the Neighbourhood of which would be dangerow to the 
Church and Monarchy of England : That they muſt by no means 
be advanc'd higher, nor France reduc'd lower, leſt the Balance of 
Power ſnould be deſtroy d. 

To remove this Prejudice, I hope to make it appear, that ir 
is grounded upon Miſinformation, and is purely owing to che 
Malice of tome, and Ignorance of others. I confels, it were to 
ve willt'd that no ſtanding Forces were kept on foot in Times 
9 Peace, by any Potentate in Europe; this would be rhe ſafeſt 
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Expedicnr for us, but what is not to be expected: And as there 
is no Spot of Ground in all the World fo full of fortified Towns 
as Flanaers, ſo numerous Garriſons will be conſtantly kept in 
theſc Ions; nor is it in our power to prevent it. The En- 
gliſh will not be at the Expence of providing Magazines, and 
maintaining Soldiers in them, the Houle of Auſtria cannot, and 
therefore of necefliry they mult be poſſeſs'd by the French or 
Dutch. I hat which I ar preſent undertake to prove is, That 
(i.) tho? the Dutch were poſlets'd of more of thoſe ſtrong Towns 
than ever yct they demanded, their Power ro miſchief us would 
be incoraparably leſs than that of the French King. (2.) That 
a ſecure Barrier in Flanders is neceſſary to the Safety of England 
as well as Holland. (3.) That the attempting a Conqueſt on us 
is inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution of a Durch Republick, bur 
agreeable with the Genius and Nature of the French Monarchy. 
And, (4.) That the former can have no Pretence to invade us 
when the latter may. . 

1 Anſ: I am to prove, That the Power of the Dutch to do us 
Miſchief is incomparably leſs than that of the French. This 
will appear if we compare the one with the other, as to the Ex- 
tent of their Dominions, the Greatneſs of their Revenue, and 
the Number of their Forces kept on foot, both in Times of 
Peace and War. 

We will firſt conſider France and Ho/land, as to the Extent of 
their Dominions. The Rule which I ſhall govern my ſelf by in 
making this Calculation is the Atlas Geographicus, it being the 


lateſt Piece of Geography that we have, and a Collection out 


of the beſt Authors who have written on that Subject. I will 
conſider the Length and Breadth of each Province in the United 
Netherlands, and then multiply ing one by the other, we may 
know how many ſquare Miles there are in the whole, and {ce 
what proportion this bears to the Kingdom of France. 


Square Miles. 
Holland is computed 80 Miles long, 40 broad, making (a) 32 
Zealand 30 long, 17 broad, (6) 0510 
Utrecht 30 long, 25 broad, (c) 0750 
Gelderland and Zutphen 50 long, 48 broad, (d) 2400 
Overyſſel 60 long, 40 broad, (e) ..- 2660 
Groningen 46 long, 24 broad, (f) _ 1104 
Weſt-Frieſland 40 long, 25 broad, (*) | 1000 | 
Dutch Brabant 55 long, 31 broad, (F) 1705 
Dutch Flanders 31 long, 13 broad, (g) 0403 


So thac the whole comprehends of ſquare. Miles, 13472 


(a) Atlas Geographicus, vol. 1, p. 866. (b) Vol. 2, p. 893. (c) Ib. p. 897. 
(A] F. goo, le) F. 908. (F) P. 912. () P. 915. (t) F. 920. (3) P. 924. 


Eat 

Theſe are all the i States-General have in Eu- 
rope, except 2 or 3 ſcaitering Towns, which have no Terri- 
tories belonging to em worth regarding. Let us next ſee the 
Dimenſions of the Kingdom of Fance: La Croſe reckons it 
250 Leagues in length and breadth (a) ; La Forreſt, and others 
ciced by the Atlas Geographicus, make it as much, or more (b) ; 
The Preſent State of France makes a modeſter Computation, 
which I ſhall follow, and reckons irs length and breadth to be 
200 Leagues, or 600 Miles *. This Number multiply'd by 
itſelf, produces 360000 ſquare Miles. Now if you divide 
360000 by 13472, the Quotient is 27 ; ſo that the Kingdom 
of France is Seven and twenty times bigger than all the Ter- 
ricories poſſeſsd by the Dutch. 

If ir be objected, Thar France 1s nor in all places 600 Miles 
broad, the ſame may be ſaid of each of the United Provinces. 
Thus I have reckon'd Holland 40 Miles broad, when in many 
places tis not above 25 ; and you can conſult no Map, in which 
the Diſproportion berween the rwo States will nor appear great- 
er than I have repreſented it. I confeſs, were France, like the 
parched Deſarts of Arabia, or the frozen Lakes of Lapland, a 
wild unculrivated Wilderneſs, my Argument would conclude 


very little; but France is a populous Country, full of great 


Towns and Villages, and a rich and fruitful Soil, containing 
36441 Pariſhes (c), above three times as many as there are in 
England and Scotland; nor has the greateſt City in Holland 
half ſo many Inhabitants as Paris. So that you may as well 
ſuppoſe that a Gnar ſhould ſwallow a Camel, as that the Durch 
Republick ſliould devour the French Monarchy. 

We will next conſider the Revenues of theſe two States, 
which are not improperly ſtil'd, The Nerves and Sinews of War. 
Sir Will. Temple informs us, that the Revenue of the ſeven 
Provinces amounts commonly to 21 Millions of Gilders, which 
is ſomething leſs than 2 Millions Sterling (d). *Tis true, in 
the preſent War they have rais'd near 5 Millions; bur this is 
little, compar'd ro what the Grand Monarch collects within his 
ſpacious Territories; his Rezcnues, in 1695, amounted to 
more than 15 Millions and a half of our Money (e); nor is ir 
likely that they will be diminiſh'd, now, when (to uſe the 
Words of the preſent Houſe of Commons) he hath Tſurp'd the 
Spaniſh Monarchy for hn Grandſon, (F) the Riches of the 1/eſt- 
Indies will flow into his Coffers, more than into any other 
Prince's, D | I am 
(a) Deſcript. of France, p. 2. (b) At Geegr. vol. 2,p. 979. P. 2. (c) At- 
las Geapr, vol. 2, p. 1025. (d) Obſervations, Cc. p. 227, (Cc) Arles Geogr, 
vol. 2, p. 1030. () App. to Annazs, vol, 19, P. 91. 
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I am next to conſider the Forces maintain'd by theſe two *' 
States in Times of Peace and War. As for the Dutch, Sir H/ill. © 
Temple tells us, That in the Year 1670, when. they enjoy'd a 
Univerſal Peace, their ſtanding Forces were 26200 Men (a). 
Tis true, in their Memorial publiſh'd laſt Summer, they reckon 
that, after the Peace of Reſwick, they kept in Pay 44992 Men 
(b), but then they complain of ir as a Hardthip, which the Ne- 
ceſſity of their Affairs forc'd em ro ſubmit unto, the K. of Spain 
being in an ill ſtare of Health, and the Great Lews waiting an 
Opportunity to ſeize that whole Monarchy. Iwill then take it 
for granted, that after the Concluſion of a Peace they may _ 
up 45000 Regular Troops, which is the utmoſt they ever did. 
| Fhave already oblery'd, that during this War they maintain'd 
near 130000 Men: Bur tho' this be a moſt prodigious Effort 
for ſo ſmall a State, yet it bears but a ſmall proportion to What 
the Grand Monarch is capable of doing. | 
If we make a Calculation of his Forces, we ſtall find, rhat | 
in the laſt War they were computed to amount ro 100000 | 
Horſe, and 300606 Foot (e. Nor is there any other Potentate 
in Europe, if in the whole World, able to bring ſuch an Army, | 
and fo well appointed, into the Field. Bur perhaps you will | 
be ready to imagine, that in Times of Peace this Lion couches 
in his Den, with his Claws pared, and his Teeth fallen out of 
Ais Head. Ir may not therefore be unſuitable ro my preſent | 
Purpoſe to examine hat Forces he maintaitis when he has no 
War ly ing heavy on his hands; I ſhall make my Calculation 
from The preſent State of France, printed in the Year 1687. | 
When that Kingdom had no Quarrel with any of its Neigh- 
bours, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty had at that time in his pay 
102 Regiments of Infantry (4). Theſe Regiments confilted, | 
ſome of more, and others of fewer Batallions, and every Batal- 
lion was compos'd of 15 Companies, and 1 of Grenadiers, in 
all 16 Companies (e), Nou, if we reckon 50 Men in a Com- 
pany, and 2 Barallions and a half in a Regiment, the whols 
will amount to 204000 Men, Of theſe Regiments there were 
ſix Sw, who had not above 1000 Men a-piece, and 2 of the 
Guards, for which reaſon we muſt deduct 8000, ſo there re- 
mains 196cooc Foot. He had moreover at that time in con- 
ſtant Pay 40 Regiments of Cavalry, of which 12 conſiſted of 
12 Companies a- piece, amounting in all, reckoning 50 ro a 
Company, to 7200 Men; the other 28 Regiments conſiſted ot 
. eighr 
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(a) Political State tor May, p. 353, (b) Atlas (iecęrapb. vol. 2. p. 1031,32. 
(©) Preſear State of France, T. 264. (d] P. 306. (e) P. 3 64. | 
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eight Companies a- piece (a), making up 11200; in all 18400 
Horſe. Beſides all theſe, he had 13 Regiments of Dragoons, 
which, ſuppoting em on the ſame foot with the Cavalry, will 
amount ro 5200. So that in the midſt of a profound Peace 
he had in Pay of Horſe, Foot, and Dragoons, an Army of 
219600 Nen. *Tis probable that the number of Soldiers in 
Regiments and Barallions now, may be varied from hat 'twas 
then; but this was the ſtare of Affairs in 87. Nor is the Dif- 
ference material between one Batallion of 16 Companies, an 
two of eight a- piece. Upon a Review of the whole vg 
appeal to your own Reaſon, whether 200000 French, who are 
our very next Neighbours, may not be more capable of doing 
us a Milchict than 45000 Dutch- men, remoyv'd at a greater di- 
ſtance from us: And are not theſe admirable Politicians, who 
are for aggrandizing rhe French, and bringing the Dutch lower, 
in order to keep the Balance even ? 5 | 
2 Anſ. I am next to mind you, that a ſtrong Barrier for the 
Dutch in Flanders againſt France, is neceſſary for the Safety o 
England as well as Holland. 1 his may be demonſtrared by 
Reaſon and Authority, and here I muſt deſire you to look back 
upon the former Paragraph, and conſider what a prodigious 
Number of Troops that Kingdom maintains in times of Peace. 
On the other hand, you know very well, what an Averſion 
both the Parliament and People of Great Britain have to 
ſtanding Army, as a thing deſtructive of their Liberty and Free- 
dom. A ſmall Acquaintance with Affairs muſt ny, convince 
you, how unable an undiſciplin'd Rabble is ro withſtand 7 
Body of regular Troops. So that our Security lies in bein 
Maſters at Sea. This is what we, in Conjunction with the 
United Provinces may till be. Bur ſhould the French King be 
once poſſeſod of Flanders, he may eaſily ſurprize and Con- 
quer Holland: Nor is it poiſible for that ſmall Republick ro 
withſtand Him. Being once poſſeſs'd of the Dutch Towns ane 
Harbours, He is by Conſequence Maſter of all rhe Ships an 


Naval Stores that are laid up in em. And having once un- 


red the Fleers of Holland with his own, "tis a vain thing for us 

to pretend any longer to the Dominion of the Seas. He may 
. 2 * C5 

then pour in above an Hundred Thouſand Vereran Troops up- 

on us from all Quarters : Nor will it be poſſible for us, with» 

out a Miracle, to withſtand em. So that in truth we are as 


much concern'd to hinder the French from over-running Flan- 


ders, as he that dwells at one End of a Street is ro quench thoſe 
Flames that are raging at the other. For as Sir William Temple 
— — D 2 very 
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very well obſerves, .* if France were once Maſter of Flanders, 
the Body of that Empire would be ſo great, and fo entire; fo 
* abounding in People and Riches, that whenever they found 
or made an Occaſion of invading the united Provinces, they 
have no Hopes of preſerving themſcives by any Oppoſition 
* or Diverſion (a). And if they be ruin'd one Year, we are 
undone the next. 

This was the Opinion, not only of the Antimonarchical, 
Republick Whiggs, bur of K. Charles the Second's long Parlia- 
ment, who, on Feb. the 1 5th, 1676, repreſented to his Majeſty, 
that his People were much diſquieted with the manifeſt Dan- 
* zerariſing to theſe Kingdoms by the Acquiſitions of the French 
Py King in the Spaniſh Netherlands (b). Tho' this had a very 
harih Sound in the Ears of both King and Courtiers, yet the 
Houſe of Commons continued harping on the ſame String, and 
accordingly on May the 23d they Addreſs'd His Majeſty again 
to the ſame Purpoſe, and tho' for this they received a Repri- 
mand, and were commanded to adjourn themſelves, yet, no 
ſooner had they leave to fitagain, © bur they beſought the King 
* to make no Treaty with France, whereby the French King 
* ſhould be left in Poſſeſſion of any greater Power or Domini- 
** on than was left Him by the Pyrenean Treaty (c). This, Sir, 
was the Senſe of that Parliament, which rurn'd the Non-confor- 
miſt; out of their Livings, and baniſh'd them five Miles from 
Corporations : Which made People ſwear, that 'rwas not law- 
ful, upon any Pretence wharloever, to take up Arms againſt 
the King, or thoſe Commiſſion'd by him. And therefore I 
hope you will allow them to be Sound Churchmen and True 
Loyaliſts, The Examiner not being able ro object Republi— 
can Principles to this Houſe of Commons, as he does to others, 
pretends, in Anſwer to this Authority, that the French, in their 
new Plan of Peace, are ready to relinquiſh all their Acquiſiti- 
ons in the Netherlands, made ſince the aforeſaid Treaty, ex- 
cept eight or nine Towns. But had nor this Author intended 
to impoſe upon his Readers, he would have told you, that 
theſe eight or nine Towns are ſome of the nobleſt Fortificati- 
ons in the whole World; that they have a large Tract of 
Ground, with many Scores of great and populous Villages 
dependant on them. Particularly the Fench have, ſince the 
Pyrenean Treaty, poſſeſs'd themſelves of Sr. Omer, Cambray, 
Bouchain, Douay, Valenciennes, Conde, Maubeuge and Dinant, 
ro which Aire and Liſle muſt be added (d). If you conſult 


the 


(4) Iemple's Obſervations, p. Bo. (b) Hiſt. of England, vol. 3, p. 309. (e) Ibid 
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the Gazetteer, you will find, that five or fix of theſe are, for 
Strength and Spaciouſneſs, ſcarce to be equal'd. 'I hey are, in 
truth the Keys of Flanders, and King Charles Loyal Parlia- 

ment (as full of Penſioners as it was) would never have given 

that Man thanks who thould have wreſted any of theſe our of 
the Hands of their Confederates, to hang em at the French 

King's Girdlc. 

The Neceitity of a Barrier, or a Chain of ſtrong Towns in 
the Low- Countries, to hinder the French from ſurprizing Hol- 
land, has been acknowledg'd by Her preſent Majeſty, nor only 
when under the Influence of a Whiggith Miniſtry, bur ſince 
they have been quite diſcarded. I hus the was pleas'd to tell 
her Parliament this laſt Seſſion, Thar the look'd upon her own 
Intereſt as inſeparable from that of the Stares-General (a). Muſt 
not theſe Men then be Enemies ro Her Majeſty's Iatercit, who 
are for weakning that with which hers is to inleparably uni- 
ted? Have we any Reaſon to envy the Dutch the beit Security 
they can obtain, when our own Safety is bound up with theirs? 
The preſent Houſe of Commons ſpeak yet more directly to the 
Point in Hand, when in their Humble Repreſentation preſented 
ro Her Majeſty this laſt Summer, and printed by rhe Speaker's 
Order, they affirm in direct Terms,“ Thar the Succeſſion 
„ and Barrier are two Points of rhe greateſt Import ance to both 
Nations (C). i. e. to Britain as well as Holland. Now if ſuch a 
Barrier be of the laſt Conſequence, leave you to judge who are 
the beſt Friends to the Queen and Kingdom, they who inſiſt upon 
it that this Barrier ſhould anſwer its own Delign and End, be 
Firm and Strong, nor eaſily broken thro', or thoſe Gentlemen 
who are for inſiſting upon none at all., or ſuch a Weak precari- 
ous one as the French K. thall be pleas'd to grant his Neighbours. 

I mighr obſerve ro you, theſe Declararions of rhe Queen and 
her great Council are a Confutation of two parts in three of all 
the Examiners that have been written. The profeſs'd Deſign of 
that Weekly Libel, is ro perſwade the World, That the War 
was engag'd in us out of meer Levity and Wantonneſs, Thar 
the Whiggs, as he would wittily expreſs it, ſquander'd away 
Millions againſt Stone-Walls in Flanders, like Boys at Span— 
farthing ; and that Dutch Garriſons there will be dangerous to 
the Church and Monarchy here. On the other Hand, our 
Parliament affirms, That the War was abſolutely neceſſary, 
and that the getting theſe Fortreſſes our of the Hands of the 
French, is a Point of the greateſt Importance to our own Safety. 


1 


(a) Annals, vol. 10, p. 282. (6) App. to Annals, vol, 10, p. 101. 
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I hope you will allow the Repreſentatives of the Nation to de- 
ferve more Regard than a Mercenary Scribler. 
know it has been urg'd, that the whole Empire is concern'd 
ro keep the United Netherlands our of the Hands of France, 
and why ſhould we be at any Expence for them? I acknow- 
ledge this to be the Intereſt of his Imperial Majeſty, and I 
make no Queſtion, but he will do all that he is able to prevent 
ſo great a Miſchief ro his Family. But then the Emperor may 
be involv'd againſt the Turks or Poles, and fo not able to help 
them. The German Princes may be quarrelling one with ano- 
ther; or ſome of them may be brib'd to rake Part with France 
againſt their own Country; which was the Caſe of the two 
erfidious Electors of Bavaria and Cologn this very War. Be- 
fides, if the Temporal Princes ſhould be caurious of aggran- 
dizing that Power which may deprive their Children of their 
Hereditary Honours and Eſtates, yer there are in Germany a 
great many Biſhops, who are abſolute Sovereigns within their 
reſpective Diſtricts ; and theſe having no lawful Iſſue to inhe- 
rit their Dominions, will leſs regard the Liberties of their 
Country, and may be more calily induc'd to join rhe French 
Monarch in ſo glorious a Deſign as the Extirpation of Here- 
ticks, when by doing ſo they may come to be Popes and Car- 
dinals in this World, and (as they imagine) Saiats in the next. 
This was actually the Caſe of the Dutch in 1672, when their 
two next Neighbours, the Biſhops of Cologn and Munſter, join'd 
actually with rhe French in invading their Dominions ; and 
that with ſuch Succeſs, that their Deliverance from utter Ruin 
was next to a Miracle. Theſe things conſider'd, J hope you 
will allow me, that we have not been Fighting theſe nine or 
ren Years barely for the Dutch, but for our own Security as 
well as theirs. | 
3 Anſ. The next thing I undertook to prove to you was, that 
we have no reaſon ro apprehend an Invaſion from Holland, be- 
cauſe the Conſtitution of their Government is nor fitted for ma- 
king of large Conqueſts. It cannot properly be call'd a Com- 
* monwealth, as Sir William Temple obſerves, but rather a Confe- 
„ teracy of Seven Provinces, united together for their mutual 
* Defence, without any Dependance one upon the ather (a). 
Nay, the great Cities in each Province are ſo many diſtinct Re- 
ublicks ; their Magiſtrates exerciſe a Sovereign Juriſdiction, 
— Money, and give their Conſent to making War and Peace. 
Their Government is fram'd and model'd to defend * 
uc 
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but not to invade others. Had they a Power to conquer Great 
Britain, they would never agree amongſt themſelves, ro which 
of rhe Seven Independent Provinces we ſhould belong. We 
can never imagine, that the Burgomaſters of Amſterdam, Ley- 
den, &c. would exhauſt themſelves, and impoveriſh their Cities 
ro make their General a grear Prince ; for this can be the onl 
Iſſue of ſuch an Undertaking. On the other hand, ſhould the 
French King ſubdne theſe Iſlands, he might fend over a Lord- 
Lieutenant to London, as Her Majeſty now does to Dublin, I 
flatter my ſelf, that the Conſiderations I have oitcr'd will con- 
vince you, that our only Danger can be from that Quarter. 

4 Anſ. This will appear more evident, if you conſider, that 
there is no one Perſon in Holland who pretends a Title to the 
Britiſh Diadem. On the other hand, the pretent Dauphin, who 
if he lives a few Years longer, will be King ef France, has the 
Royal Blood of England in his Veins, being Lineally deſcended 
from King Charles the Martyr, and may live long enough to be 
the very firſt in what our Non urors call the Right Line of Suc- 
ceſſion, and to enjoy that Title to theſe Kingdoms which (as they 
ſay) Proximity of Blood will give a Man, in defiance of any 
Acts of Parliament that are or can be made. (Suppoling the 
Pretender an Impoſtor) Her preſent Majeſty is the only Legiti- 
mate Offspring of all K. Charles's Sons; and therefore the nexr 
in Blood to him, are the Deſcendants of his only Daughter rhe 
Princeſs Henrietta Maria. That Lady has one Daughter now 
living, the preſent Dutcheſs of Savoz, whoſe eldeſt Daughter 
was Mother to the Dauphin of France : So that there are only 
four Perſons who are nearer by Blood to the Crown of Great 
Britain than he is, viz. Her preignt Majeſty, who is not like to 
be ſucceeded by any of her Flac, the Durchels of Savoy, 
and her two Sons; ſo that ſhould theſe two Princes die in their 
Minority, or without Lawful Iſſue, the next K. of Fance, upon 
the Death of the Queen and his Grandmother, will be the firſt 
of the Royal Family of Enyland deicended from K. Charles the 
Martyr. In theſe Circumſtances he may publiſh a Manifeſto 
to the World, pretending, that as he is 30 Degrees nearer by 
Blood to the Crown of England than the Family of Hannover, 
ſo he has a Divine Right, which no Act of Parliament can ſu- 
perſede. To this End he may cite the famous Univerticy of 
Cambridge, declaring ſolemnly, in the Year 1611, That an 
* Englich Sovereign comes to be lo by a Fundamental Heredi- 
*©rary Right of Succeſſion, which no Religion, no Law, no 
Fault or Forfeiture can alter or diminiſh (a), He may cite a 
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multitude of Loyal Addrefles, preſented theſe two laſt Years, 
plainly intimating as if they thought a Title by Deſcent ſupe- 
riour to any other. And which is worſt of all, his Claim may 
be back'd with 1c0000 fighting Men. I muſt therefore leave 
it to your ſedater Thoughts, whether we have not more reaſon 
to be apprehenſive of that Power which may have ſuch plauſi- 
ble Pretences, and ſuch mighty Armies ro invade us, than the 
Dutch, who can have no ſuch Claim to make upon us, nor ſuch 
a Force to put it in execution. 

I know tis arg'd, That the Exorbitant Power of France is 
now reduc'd within its proper Bounds ; and I wiſh I could 
think my ſelf into the ſame Opinion, I will not poſitively 
affirm, that the preſent Negociation will leave that Prince as 
formidable as he was ever left at the Concluſion of any other 
Peace: Bur I will crave your Patience, whilſt I compare his 
Gains with his Lofles, and then leave you to judge. As to the 
firſt, tis certain, that for ſome Hundreds of Years there has 
been a mighty Struggle between the Monatchies of France and 
Spain, and a profels'd Antipathy between the two Nations; 
bur ſince that, I am inform'd by the preſent Houſe of Commons, 
K. Lews has Uſurp'd the Spaniſh Monarchy for his Grandſon *. 
And every body knows, if he docs nor directly govern it, he 
has a mighty Influence upon it: So that, whereas formerly he 
had a great Empire ro oppoſe him in his Ambirious Projects, 
the ſame is now as ready ro aſſiſt him. I hope you muſt allow 
this a conſiderable Advantage. 

Let us next conſider what he is like to loſe : And here you 
tell me Dunkirk is to be demoliſh'd. This, I own, will be 
much ro the Satisfaction of our Merchants, who have been 
abundantly plagu'd by that Town. However, there is never 
a Mariner, nor Man of War loft by this. Nor could his great 
Ships ever come into that Port. Again, you ſay, He is to de- 
liver up Placentia and Newfoundland, and were all French Ships 
excluded from Fithing in theſe Seas, *rwould be an unſpeaka- 
ble Advantage to theſe Kingdoms. Bur 'tis pretended by ſuch 
as Trade to that Place, thar if the French reſerve ro themſelves 
a Liberty of drying Fith in the Creeks and Bays of that Iſland, 
and on Cape Briton, which is oppoſite to it, they may under- 
fell us in moſt of rhe Spaniſh Markers. Bur to return to Eu- 
rope: He will be oblig'd ro quit two or three little Places to 
che Duke of Savoy; Landau to the Empire; Tournay, Menin, 
Ypres, Fort Knock and Furnes to the Dutch ; which, except the 
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two laſt, are places of Importance, fo that upon balancing Ac- 


counrs, the Caſe ſtands thus: The Grand Monarch is like to 
loſe four or five ſtrong Towns, in exchange for twice as ma- 


ny Kingdoms united to his Intereſt and Family, 


6. Obj. The next Objection againſt our Proteſtant Allies is, 
Thar they are Rivals with us in our Trade, and undermine us in 
our Commerce; and, that if theſe. Froglanders were once cruſh'd, 
the Trade of the World would be our own. Now, that this is a 


- Vulgar Error, I have the Opinion of Sir Miliam Temple, that 


moſt accomplith'd Stateſman, who thus expreſſes himſelf; 
Another common Maxim is, That if by any foreign Invaſi- 
on or Servirude, the State, and conſequently the Trade of 
« Holland ſhould be ruin'd, the laſt would of courſe fall to our 
« ſhare in Exgiand; which 2 he) is no Conſequence, for it 
« would certainly break into ſeveral pieces, and ſhift either to 
« us, ro Flanders, ro the Hans-Towns, or any other Parts (a). 
Beſides, would their Ruins really enrich us, I do not ſee how 


it would be juſtifiable for us to pick a Quarrel with them up- 
on that account, any more than for one Shopkeeper to cut ano- 
ther's Throat, that he may gain the greater Cuſtom to himſelf. 


But to come to the Matter of Fact; I doubt not bur the 
Dutth, if they could, would ſer up our Manufactures in their 


own Country; fo would the French, the Danes, or any other 
Nation; as we would do the like by them. We are as much 
Rivals with the Dutch in their Spicery, as they are with us in 
our Drapery, and could we get Nurmeg-trees to grow in our 
Plantations, no doubt they would be culrivated with the great- 


eſt Care. The Dutch, tis true, are an induftrious trading 


People, nor is it poſſible for them to ſubſiſt without driving 
that Commerce which they do; nor have we any reaſon to 
be angry with them for puſhing their Traffick as far as they are 


able. If we look into our own Kingdom, we ſhall find one 


Town a Rival with the other, as Briſtol with London : Nay, 


there is never a Preferment in the Church, nor a good Poſt in 


the State, but that there are a great many Candidates or 
: Rivals for it; bur it by no means follows, that they muſt cut 


one-another's Throats upon that occaſion. The Queſtion is, 
Whether the Hoffanders have endeavour'd to advance their own 


Trade, and ruin ours, by Treachery, Violence or Injuſtice ? 
This is what I have not yet ſeen prov'd againſt them, and 
therefore can ſee no Reaſon we have to deſire, much leſs to at- 
tempt their Ruin. Beſides, I _ deſire you ro conſider, that 
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it is abſolutely impoſſible for them to rob us of the moſt valu- 
able Branches of our Trade, our Woollen Manufactures, and 
our Jin. Could they remove the Mountains of Mendip ar 
Cornwall, or could they tranſport Salisbury Plain, with the 
Flocks that are fed upon it, we might then be upon our Guard 
againſt em: But this you will allow ro be impoſſible, as is 
the making of our Manufactures without our Materials, - 
I can hardly perſwade my ſelf to undervalue your Judg- 
ment ſo far, as to attempt to prove that the Dureh are better 
Friends to the Trade of Great Britain than the French ; the 
latter have laid ſuch heavy Impoſts upon all our Woollen 
Cloths, that it amounts ro an abſolute Prohibition: They will 
eaſe yon of your Guineas and Crown-pieces, but nor one Piece 
of Drapery willthey rake off your hands: Whereas the for- 
mer beſtow above a Million a Yearin the Products of our 
Country. It can therefore admit of no diſpute, which of theſe 
two are the beſt Friends to the Britiſh Commerce. Tis very 
well known, that our moſt valuable Trade is that which we 
carry on with Spain: Tis this that brings in Gold and Silver 
into the Kingdom ; rhis is what the Durch cannot rob us of, 
neither can they make any thing to ſupply the place of aur 
Serges and „ Rn On the other hand, the French may 
end their Linfey-woolley Stuffs to Cadiz and the Weſt-Indies, 
and I wiſh they may not be found to be the Nation moſt 
favour'd, engrols the Riches of America to themſelves, and our 
Woollen Manufacture may nor in time be prohibited by King 
' Philip, as it has been by-his Grandfather. 3 | 
7 Ogi. Another thing made uſe of to render the Dutch odious 
is, the Cruelries exereisd by them upon ſome Engliſhmen in 
Amboyna, a little Iſland in the Eaſ- Indies, abour ten thouſand 
Miles diſtant from us. The Fact in ſhort was this, the Dutch 
. Governour of that Fort ſeiz'd upon five or fix! Engliſh Factors 
in the Town, confiſcated their Eſtates, and p̃ut them to a cruel 
Death. Therefore ſay our Modern :Libellers,; thę Hollander s 
are a parcel of barbarous Villains, and deſerve no Quarter 
from us. Toithis Lanſwer; i rn nd bo »» 
I Anſe As far as I can learn, *ris very uncertain Whether theſe 
Mien are innocent or guilry Perſons. The Dutch Governqur 
affirm'd, That they had form'd a Confpiracy, in conjunction, 
- with ſeveral Indians, to cut his Throat, maſſacre his Country- 
men, and ſeize upon his Effects and Garriſon for themſelves. 
On the other hand the Eng liſh ſay, That this was a Sham-Plot. 
Fa 9 5 D : ic 2 * — —— — ; on- | 
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contriv'd for no other Reaſon, but to extirpare the Engliſh and 
engroſs the Spices of that Iſland ro themſelves. Now which 
of theſe is the true Account, will never perhaps be decided till 
the day of Judgment. Bur ſuppoſing the Objeion true, this 
was tranſacted near an hundred Years fince, and I know no 
Authority we have to execute Vengeance upon the third and 
fourth Generation: Nor ought the Actions of a particular 
Man to be imputed ro a whole Nation, unleſs it can be made 
evident, that they approv'd his Conduct. 

2 Anſ. I haye One Thing more to repreſent unto you, That 
ſome of our own Country men have committed far greater Bar- 
barities in the Meſt-Indies than ever the Dutch are ſuppos'd to 


have done in the Eaſt; and that too in the Memory of the pre- 


ſent Generation. You may pleaſe ro remember, that tho” we 


had no War with Spain during the Reign of K. Charles II, bur 


a moſt advantageous Commetce, yet there were a parcel 6f 
4 Bucaniers, who liv'd by Ra- 
pine and Plunder, and exercis'd all manner of Cruelties upon 


ſuch Spaniards as fell into their Hands; whilſt the Governours 


of Jamaica gave Countenance and Protection to theſe Pirates, 


. who ſpent their Money in that Iſland as profuſely as they gain'd 
it unjuſtly. | | | 


The Adventures of Captain Morgan are very remarkable, 
who led ſeveral Bands of theſe Deſperado's over the Iſthmus of 
Darien, where they ſurpriz'd Panama, ſituate in the South-Sea, 
a City conſiſting of ſeveral Thouſand Houſes, all which they 
burnt to the Ground. The Inhumanities exercis'd upon the 


Inhabitants of that Wealchy Town; are ſuch as ſurpaſs Imagi- 


nation, not to be read without a weeping Eye and a bleeding 
Heart. No Age, Sex or Condition was ſpar'd; on the Ladies 
of the Town they firſt ſatiated their Luſt, and then their Cruel- 
ty. If they met with any, who, as they ſuſpected, had con- 
ceal'd their Treaſures, they us'd the moſt exquiſite Torments 
to extort a Confeſſion from them. They cut off their Noſes, 
their Ears, Sc. twiſted Cords about their Foreheads till their 
Eyes were ready to fall out of their Skulls. After this execra- 
ble manner, ſays my Author,“ did many of theſe miſerable 
Priſonets finiſh their Days; this being the common Sport 
* and Recrtarion of theſe Pirates (a). And Captain Morgan, 
the Commander of theſe brutiſh Cannibals, was rewarded, not 
with a Halter, but a Knighthood. I preſume you would think 
it very unjuſt in the Spaniards, ſhould they conclude from _ 
| | - 
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flnſtante, that the Engliſh only wait, fo Opporrunity co 
5 their Water murther their Perſons, ànd to raviſh 
their Wives and Daughters. And I muſt leave it to your 
Candour, whether we have any Reaſon to object the Cruel- 
ties of Amboyna to the Dutch Nation in general, when ſome 
of our own Countrymen have been guilry of far greater Out- 
rages at Panama, and againſt a People that were ſecure and 
never did ns any Injury. 46:98 e 
Thus, Sir, I have endeavour'd Biel can, to remove thoſe 
cauſeleſs Prejudices you have conceiv'd againſt the Dutch. I 
| am not ſo vain as to think I can inform my Superiours, nor 
\ ſo arrogant as to preſcribe to them. I have no Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe that our Governours have any Inclination to quarre! with 
the Dutch. However, the Wiſeſt and Greateſt of Men are 
ſometimes forc'd to comply with a Popular Humour, againſt 
their own Senſe of Things. Should the Partiſans of France f6 
far prevail, as to poſſeſs rhe Common-People with an Opinion 
that Holland muſt be cruſh'd, as an inveterate Enemy to our 
Church and Monarchy, they may the next Summer chuſe Re- 
f preſentatives that embrace the ſame Sentiments with them, and 
then it may not be in the power of a Wiſe and Able Miniſtry 
to interpoſe, and prevent the Ruin of us all. That which 1 
have aim d at in 155 Eſſay, is to diſabuſe the Common - People, 
to ſet Things in a clear Light, to ſatisſie you and your Coun- 
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try Neighbours, that you are more ey ro the Dutch than 
to the French, for the keeping your Poor, from ſtarving, and the 
Price of your Mol from ſinking; and, that it can never be 
your Intereſt ro commence a War with your moſt ſincere and 
conſtant. Friends, as ſoon as you have obrain'd a Peace with 
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your intriguing and tricking Enemies. 
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